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Oregon colleagues, added to the Cincinnati plank the Senators' proposal
drafted by Bayard:
That the Territorial Legislature has no power to abolish slavery in any
Territory nor to prohibit the introduction of slaves therein, nor any power to
exclude slavery therefrom, nor any power to destroy or impair the right of
property in slaves by any legislation whatever. . . .
That it is the duty of the Federal Government to protect, when necessary,
the rights of persons and property on the high seas, in the Territories, or
wherever else its Constitutional authority extends.
No proposal more distasteful could have been made to the clan Doug-
las. The minority report of fifteen of the free-labor delegates, Douglas
men, added to the Cincinnati platform a clause designed to be a con-
cession:
That all questions in regard to the rights of property in States or Terri-
tories, arising under the Constitution of the United States, are judicial in
their character; and the Democratic party is pledged to abide by and faith-
fully carry out such determination of these questions as has been or may be
made by the Supreme Court of the United States.                      *
Benjamin F. Butler of Massachusetts brought in a platform of his
own which simply reaffirmed the Cincinnati document.
John Cochrane of New York, who was not on the committee, thought
he had a superior phraseology and gave notice that in due time he
would introduce a resolution:
That the several States of this Union are, under the Constitution, equal,
and that the people thereof are entitled to the free and undisturbed possession
and enjoyment of their rights of person and property in the common terri-
tories, and that any attempt by Congress or a Territorial Legislature to annul,
abridge or discriminate against any such equality or rights would be unwise
in policy and repugnant to the Constitution, and that it is the duty of the
Federal Government, whenever such rights are violated, to afford the neces-
sary, proper and constitutional remedies for such violation.
Thereupon W. W. Avery of North Carolina spoke one hour for the
majority report, Henry B. Payne of Ohio, a like space for the minority
document, and Butler for himself. The convention then recessed for
dinner, only to find the floodgates of heaven opened. Hundreds of
ladies in new and festive attire were unwilling to dare the downpour.